RBA harp
Described 1904
poss mm
string length Parker p.18
no in cm note  wire description 1829 modern

1 2.625 6.7 b” steel Blstoctave 0.48 0.58
2 a”  steel B Istoctave
3 g” steel B lstoctave
4 f"  steel B Istoctave
5 ¢”  steel B Istoctave
6 d”  steel B Istoctave
7 ¢”  steel B Istoctave
8 b”  steel B lstoctave
9 a”  steel B Istoctave
10 g” steel B lstoctave
11 f’ steel B 1st octave
12 e” steel B Istoctave
13 d” steel B Istoctave
14 c¢”  steel B Istoctave
15 b’ steel B 1st octave
16 a steel B 1st octave
17 g’ steel B 1st octave
18 steel B 1st octave
19 steel B 1st octave
20 16 40.6 steel B 1st octave

21 17.375 44.1 steel E2ndoctave 0.6 0.7

22 19.125 48.6 Brass D 3rd octave 0.88 1.04
23 Brass D 3rd octave
24 Brass D 3rd octave
25 Brass D 3rd octave
26 285 724 Brass D 3rd octave

27 3125 794 Brass C 3rd octave 0.9 1.08
28 Brass C 3rd octave
29 Brass C 3rd octave
30 Brass C 3rd octave
31 42.25 1073 Brass C 3rd octave

3244375 112.7 Brass B 3rd octave 0.92 1.12
33 Brass B 3rd octave
34 Brass B 3rd octave
35 Brass B 3rd octave
36 Brass B 3rd octave
37 53.75 136.5 Brass B 3rd octave

32 is written 23 in RBA

R.B. Armstrong, The Irish and the Highland Harps,
David Douglas, Edinburgh, 1904, p.106

Mike Parker, Child of Pure Harmony, Lulu 2005, p.18

Egan "Irish Harp Society"
wire-strung Irish harps

Information about stringing and tuning

collated by Simon Chadwick
November 2017
Patrick Byrne’s harp
Measured by Ann and Charlie Heymann, 2011
Cleveland, Ohio, at the home of Baby Dee

String lengths
no in cm wire Byrne’s account of his stringing
1 2375 6.0
2 2625 6.7
3275 7.0
4 3.125 79 6
5 375 95 6
6 4 102 o6
7 4375 11.1 6 78 ofthe next
8 4875 124 6 making34inall
9 525 133 6
10 6 152 6
11 675 17.1 5o0r6
12 725 184 5
13 8 203 5
14 85 21.6 5 =6=5ofthe next
15 95 241 5
16 105 267 5
17 1125 28.6 4or5
18 125 318 4
19 1375 349 4 =6=7ofthenext 1/4lb of next
20 15 381 4 which will
21 16375 416 4 string the tennor
22 1775 451 4
23 19375 492 4
24 215 546 3
25 23875 60.6 3
26 265 673 3
27 2975 756 3 6 ofthenext 1/2 1b each of
28 33 838 3 the first 3
29 35875 91.1 3 numbers
30 385 978 2 3 wires of
31 41 104.1 2 the next size
32 43 1092 2
33 45 1143 1 Largest wire to be
34 47 1194 1 gotin Flower the
35 49 1245 1  wire drawers
36 51 1295 1 Church St.,
37 53 1346 1 Dublin, 5 wires
of this
Treble disposition
could be
758
668 Byrne’s account of his stringing from
767 H.G. Farmer, ‘Some Notes on the Irish Harp’
butnot 6 6 7 in Music & Letters vol XXIV, April 1943.

Ixion’s harp
Measured 1872
Or tune one note lower
poss mm
Birmingham wire gauge

string length
i wire description

no mn cm

Patrick Murney
Described 1882

poss mm
Birmingham wire gauge
no wire Description

1 3 76 g" 25 0.51 1 25 0.51
2 a 25 2 25
3 e” 25 3 25No.25inthe
4 d” 25 all the rest 25 4 257 following
5 c"” 25 wire brass or steel 5 25 which are the
6 b" 25 6  25shortest
7 a" 25 7 25
8 7 178 g" 25 8 24 0.56
9 I 24 0.56 9 24
10 e" 24 10 24 No. 24 in the
11 d" 24 11 247 following
12 c” 24 the next seven 12 24
13 b’ 24 of 24 wire 13 24
14 a' 24 14 24
15 10.5 267 ¢ 24 15 22 0.71
16 f 22 0.71 16 22
17 e 22 17  22No. 22 in the
18 d’ 22 the next seven 18 227 following
19 ¢’ 22 of 22 wire 19 22
20 b 22 20 22
21 a 22 21 22
22 20 508 g 22 2220 0.89
23 20 508 forg 20 0.89 23 20
24 eorf 20 24 20No. 20 in the
25 dore 20 25 207 following
26 cord 20 the next six 26 20
27 Borc  200f20 wire 27 20
28 AorB 20 28 20
29 36 914GorA 18 1.25 29 18 1.25
30 36 914ForG 18 30 18
31 E 18 the eight lowest 31  18No. 18 in the
32 D 18 strings consist 32 188 strings nearest
33 C 18 of No. 18 wire 33 18the pillar
34 BB 18 34 18
35 AA 18 35 18
36 54 1372 GG 18 36 18

In some of Egan’s improved harps,
however, two additional strings
below low G were added,

making 38 in all

English Mechanic and World of Science, Vol. XV,
London, 1872, p. 510-11. Thanks to Karen Loomis

James O’Laverty, The Irish Harp
in Denvir's Monthly, 1903, p.17

Birmingham Wire Gauge aka Stubs
The origin from which SWG was
developed in the late 19th ¢

from sizes.org



